The Essential Guide to
PLANNING
YOUR WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHY
BY ALAN HARBORD

WHY DO YOU NEED TO PLAN?
It's easy to think that once you've booked your wedding photographer you can forget about it until
the day. And you could do that. Your photographer will make sure they have everything they need
before the day. But after photographing many, many weddings, I've seen the difference a bit of
planning on your part can make and so I've created this guide to show what you can do.
By following these tips and getting involved, you can help to ensure that your wedding pictures are
better than you ever imagined. And who doesn't want that!

In this guide, you will learn:
What to consider before your big day
How to get the best out of your photographer
3 wedding photography pitfalls - and how to avoid them
A wedding photographer's secret weapon

WHAT TO CONSIDER BEFORE
YOUR BIG DAY
CHECK SUNSET TIMES
If you're planning a winter wedding, remember that the
light can start to fade as early as 3pm. If you're hoping for
outside shots then aim for a ceremony no later than
midday. This will give you time for photos before dusk
sets in. On the other hand, if you want sunset or night
shots at a midsummer wedding, you'll have to wait until
late so consider shifting everything to begin a bit later.

TAKE YOUR WEDDING WELLIES
If you have your hearts set on a specific location for
photos make sure that you can reach it on a wet day.
Have a wedding brolly to hand and take wellies or sturdy
footwear to get across muddy patches without ruining
your special shoes.

CONSIDER A 2ND PHOTOGRAPHER
Your photographer can only be in one place at a time. If
full coverage is important to you, a 2nd shooter will give
you more angles during the ceremony and more pictures
of your guests, and the groomsmen getting ready. Most
photographers can offer a second team member.

CHECK FOR RESTRICTIONS
Some registrars and vicars don't allow photography
during the exchanging of the vows and signing of the
register and some even ban photographers from the
front of the ceremony. Confetti can also be a no-no.
Check beforehand as restrictions like these will affect the
photos you can have and you don't want any surprises
on the day.

HOW TO GET THE BEST OUT OF
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER
BOOK AN ENGAGEMENT SHOOT
A pre-wedding shoot allows you to see how your
photographer works so you will know what to expect
on your big day. You'll get a fantastic set of pictures to
build your confidence in your photographer's ability
and to banish any fears about awkward posing or not
looking good in photos.
This all means you will be more relaxed at the wedding
and happy to trust your photographer to do their thing.

LET THEM IN ON YOUR SECRETS
If you're planning any little surprises to be slipped in
throughout the day, do let your photographer know in
advance so they can be in position to capture the moment.
If you're going to the trouble of getting the rings delivered
by owl or arranging a flash mob dance you want to be sure
it will be included in your wedding book.

DON'T OVER-MANAGE
A good photographer will capture all the important
moments so you don't need to provide a list of every
picture that you want. Make sure they know beforehand
of any special shots that you want and then forget it and
let them get on with it. You shouldn't have to think about
photography at all on the day itself. Your photographer
will let you know when it's time for set pictures.

FOLLOW DIRECTION
Your photographer knows all sorts of posing tricks and
their aim is for you to look your absolute best. Even if you
can't see why, follow their instructions and always
respond to them rather than guests when posing for set
pictures. But don't do anything out of your comfort zone.
It's your day and you should enjoy every moment.

3 WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY PITFALLS...
AND HOW TO AVOID THEM

1

TOO MANY FORMAL GROUP PHOTOS
Group shots are a lovely way to formally record the
occasion but I strongly advise you not to have too
many. Keeping the list short will mean:
Your guests will love you - even more
There's more time for the creative shots that you
REALLY want in your wedding book
You'll be able to spend this special time relaxing
and chatting with guests rather than being
herded about

You can cover all the main groups in just 5 shots.

2

NOT STICKING TO TIMINGS
It may be fashionable for the bride to arrive late but be
careful. Every minute you lose here means a minute lost
later on. The meal time can't change so if timings slips it
will be the photos that get cut short. Spend time creating
and checking your itinerary to spot any problem areas.

If you tend to be late, face it and factor it in. I recommend
a minimum of 2 hours from the end of the ceremony to
when food is served PLUS any travel time.
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DON'T FORGET THE GROOMDON'T OVER-MANAGE
As the bride will undoubtedly go to extra lengths to look amazing, it's important for the groom to
raise his game too. Even if dressing snappily is not on a man's usual radar, there are a few things
that will make all the difference to the photos:
The fit of a suit makes more
difference to the overall impression
than fabric or style. If you possibly
can, get one fitted to your shape.
Don't carry anything in your trouser or
jacket pockets as this can ruin the line of
the suit and lead to questionable bulges!

Think twice
before going
for tails. They
tend to fit less
well than a
regular suit.

A WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHER'S
SECRET WEAPON IS...

2

...YOUR ITINERARY
(YES, REALLY)

You may not think your itinerary has much to do with your wedding photography but it
contains the crucial information that your photographer needs to create their own shoot
plan. A realistic and comprehensive itinerary is ESSENTIAL for making sure you get the
pictures you want.
Your photographer will spend a lot of time before your wedding planning where they
need to be and when, to get the best angles and the best view of whatever is happening.
This is true for formal shots but even more so for candid, reportage style coverage.
Without your itinerary, they can't plan properly.

3 STEPS TO MANAGING YOUR ITINERARY

1

CREATE IT
List absolutely everything that is going to
happen on the day. Think about the set
elements such as the ceremony and meal
but also build in some time for the two of
you to talk to guests, relax together and
take it all in.

2

3

SHARE IT
Once you have your itinerary, book a session
with your photographer to look at it together
and make sure it's realistic. Using it as a tool
when discussing your photography ideas is
the only way to make sure they will work.

UPDATE IT
If you suddenly have a great idea to add in a
surprise or have fireworks, make sure you
consider where it will fit in the day - and let
your photographer know of the changes.

I know what works and
can help you iron out any
potential issues to
balance the photographs
you want with the timings
of your day

So there you are! You now have a whole set of insider tips to help you plan your wedding
photography. I hope you have found them useful.
Of course you don't have to do any of this on your own. I will guide you through the whole process
and give you as much help as you want.
You won't be the only ones planning either. As with any live event, wedding timings often slip and
the truly unexpected can happen. Don't worry - this is what makes your wedding day unique and
special to you and, as your wedding photographer, it is my job to capture it, no matter when or how
it happens. The reason I can be confident that I will achieve this is partly down to experience and
partly down to my own intensive planning, some of which I will do with you and much of which I will
do behind the scenes.
Together, we will make your wedding pictures better than you could ever imagine.
Excited? I am.
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